SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION
Monday, FEBRUARY 18, 2013– 12:00 NOON

MINUTES REGULAR MEETING
President Daryl Ferrara called the meeting to order at 12:00 noon on Monday, February 18, 2013  at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, 163 W. Hickory Street, Ponchatoula, Louisiana.
Commissioner Mike Williams gave the invocation and Commissioner Mark Griggs followed with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioners Present:  Don Boihem, Ernest Drake, Daryl Ferrara, Mark Griggs, William Joubert, and Michael Williams 
Absent: Commissioner Lucas Watkins 
Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Port Director; Helen Muller, Secretary, William Evans, Anthony  Odak, Don Ellzey, Tangipahoa Public Relations/Action News and Media Representative, Loretta Joiner, The Hammond Daily Star.
Visitors were introduced and welcomed.
There were no public comments.

It was moved by Commissioner Williams and seconded by Commissioner Griggs that the Commission convene its meeting and adopt the February Agenda for the Regular Monthly Meeting, as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was moved by Commissioner Williams seconded by Commissioner Joubert, that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the minutes, as presented, of its Regular Meeting held on January 14, 2013. Motion passed.  Yeas:  6 – Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Griggs, Joubert, and Williams Nays: 0 Absent: Watkins 
TREASURER’S REPORT:

In the absence of Treasurer Watkins Commissioner Boihem presented the Financial Reports for the month ending January 31, 2013.  He reported that the total revenues were $ 39,129.16 and the total expenses were $42,838.72 leaving a negative net income of $ 3,709.56. Hearing no additions or deletions, a motion for approval of the January financials, as presented, was made by Commissioner Griggs and seconded by Commissioner Williams.  Motion passed. Yeas: 6-Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Griggs, Joubert, and Williams Nays: 0 Absent: 1- Watkins
Old Business:
1.  DOTD-Port Priority State Project: SPN 578-53-0012 (321)

      a) Bulkhead Project Update

An update was given by Williams Evans, the Port’s project engineer, regarding the LA Port Construction and Development Priority Program pertaining to the recent proposed revision/ amendments to the original design plan for the Bulkhead Project. Discussed were the current design needs for future port improvements and its cost benefit opportunities by moving forward with revised design plans regarding the existing Bulkhead design and the possibility of adding more track at the port to implement the diverse planning efforts for future port infrastructure projects and to accommodate off -loading capabilities for petroleum trans-loading operations.  Other items addressed for discussion were relative to the Phase II and Phase III of the SPN 578-53-0012 (321) involving the Bulkhead, Lay Down Yard area, mooring dolphin, tie back system, pipeline, trans-loading criteria, equipment access, Coastal Use Permit updates, and engineering expenses. The port director informed the Commission that a master service’s agreement was already in place for engineering services with URS and suggested/recommended that URS continue to proceed with the specification and additional modifications in the design phase to include a tie-back system, dolphins, and geo-testing and related permits. Engineering fees would be absorbed with an anticipated increase from operational revenue expected from the port improvements. 
A resolution was introduced, by Commissioner Boihem, for authorization to have URS, Corp. proceed with the proposed amendments/modifications for the Bulkhead project and approve engineering fees for service rendered.

It was moved by Commissioner Joubert, seconded by Commissioner Griggs that the Commission authorize the Professional Services of, URS, Corporation, as the consulting engineer, to proceed with the modification of the Plans and Specifications and proceed with the advertisement for bidding March/April, 2013 in the port’s journal of record for SPN 578-53-0012(322), Port Improvements, Phase II Yard Hard Surfacing and mooring dolphin engineering design. The provisions for compensation shall not exceed $55,000 for services rendered in part of the LA DOTD Port Construction and Development Priority Program.
Motion passed.  Yeas: 6 - Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Griggs, Joubert and Williams Nays: 0
 Absent: Watkins
2. Prospective Tenant (s) Update
    a) Stone Oil Project
 Anthony “Tony” Odak, representative with J.W. Stone Oil Distributors gave an update on the latest progress of their operations at the Port Manchac terminal.  He reported that the bulk cargo trans-loading activities by railcar and barge have been successful thus far and is anticipating more to come in the near future.  They are now in the process of working with CN (Canadian National) railroad regarding their switching schedule in order to handle the increased amount of rail cargo.  Mr. Odak also reported on the following: current rail shipments, needs for additional track space, amount of barges in transit a week, scheduled waterway operational hours, maritime operating procedures pertaining to safety and security measures, Coast Guard Emergency Training/Inspection availability, railcar switching schedules, Homeland Security, gate code access system and future hiring of personnel. In concluding the update Mr. Odak thanked everyone for their co-operation and the assistance shown towards the Stone Oil Company and for the taking time to visit their Gretna operation. 
3.  Invoice Payment Approval 

The following invoices were presented, by Commissioner Boihem, for the Commission’s review and payment approval. 
         a) Premier Chemical Service – Bleach Inv. #85531 Amt. $192.50
         b) Stranco Inv. # 10916 Amt. $400 

             (Inv. 10860;10861 & 10862 sent to Purus for Payment)

         c) TEDF – Tangi Economic Development Foundation, Dues  $100

         d) Cashe Coudrain & Sandage  Inv. # 92560- Ligation  Amt. $210

It was moved by Commissioner Griggs, seconded by Commissioner Joubert that the Commission approve payment on the invoices presented by Commissioner Boihem.  Motion
passed.   Yeas: 6 - Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Griggs, Joubert  and Williams  Nays: 0 Absent: Watkins
4. Audit Engagement Request for Year Ending 201
The port director announced that the Certified Public Account engagement request for the STPPC has been received and approved by the Legislative Auditor.  Pinell & Martinez, LLP will be doing the audit for year-ending December 31, 2012.  Also the required GASB-45 Evaluation Report, in accordance with the Government Account Standards Board, has been completed and will be presented to the auditor prior to the 2012 audit.
5. Building # 1 Demolition Project Update
The port director reported that, request for proposals in reference to the demolition of Building # 1 was advertised in its official journal, Hammond Daily Star, and the deadline for submitting proposals is Monday, February 25, 2013.  We have received some feedback from interested parties and hopefully we can get proposals that are qualified to proceed with this project in order to move forward with the on-going bulkhead project. In concluding the update, the port director was concerned with the time frame and asked that the Commission authorize him to proceed with approving the request for proposals submitted in accordance with State of Louisiana requirements and assuming that the numbers are agreeable, not to exceed $83,000, after reviewing all proposals. An explanation was given by the port director in reference to the utilization of funding for the project from various sources including Federal Appropriations and FEMA.
 It was moved by Commissioner Boihem, seconded by Commissioner Griggs that the Commission authorize Patrick J. Dufresne, Executive Director, be empowered and execute any and all documents pertaining to the reviewing and awarding of Proposal Requests for the Demolition and Removal of Metal Building # 1 (27,000 sq. ft. Warehouse facility located at the Port Manchac Terminal and proceed with awarding of demolition project to qualified contractor and not to exceed $83,000.  Motion passed. Yeas: 6 -Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Griggs, Joubert and Williams Nays: 0 Absent: Watkins
NEW BUSINESS:

1.  Electrical Modifications Project Proposals
The port director informed the Commissioner that in anticipation of the warehouse demolition project the light fixtures may be utilized at the current rail dock lighting.  Commissioner Boihem presented information in regards to cost/benefits involved with re-useable light fixtures.  Also a list was presented for the Commissioner’s review and discussion in regards to clarifications of commercial and technical labor and materials required for removal of debris and relocation of power pole. Cost is undetermined at this time, due to unknown amount of the salvageable materials and will be determined at a later date.

 It was moved by Commissioner Boihem, seconded by Commissioner Joubert that the Commission authorize Patrick J. Dufresne, Executive Director, to proceed with the electrical contractor, M & R, to remove the old Building # 1 fixtures and  repair the ones deemed usable . Motion passed. Yeas: 6 -Boihem, Drake, Ferrara, Griggs, Joubert and Williams Nays: 0 Absent: Watkins
4.)  Davie Shoring Invoice Update- Review and Action concerning a claim against Davie 
       Shoring for money due.

* Executive Session pursuant to LSA RS 42:17 (A) 2 may be required to discuss 
    prospective litigation.

There was no need for an executive session, therefore the item was tabled.
REMARKS:
The director announced he would be speaking at the Ponchatoula Kiwanis Club on Wednesday, February 27, 2013 at Noon.  Also the Ports Association of Louisiana (PAL) Conference will take place on Wednesday, March 6 thru Friday March 8, 2013 at the Courtyard Marriott in Houma, LA. The  Conference will be hosted by the Ports of Fourchon, Grand Isle, Morgan City and Terrebonne. Any Commissioner’s wishing to attend the event should call the office for registration and reservations.
On behalf of Stone Oil Company Tony Odak extended thanks to the Commission and CN for their cooperation, assistance and support during the start-up of their operations  at Port Manchac.
There being no further business, it was moved by Commissioner Boihem and seconded by Commissioner Joubert that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion passed.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:10 p.m.
                                                                                   ________________________
                                                                                   Don Boihem, Secretary STPPC
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